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1. INTRODUCTION  
 

This report covers the operations and activities of the Public Officers’ Welfare Council 
for the period 01 July 2008 to 30 June 2009.  The audited statement of expenditure as 
well as the Director of Audit’s report thereon dated 27 August 2010 are reproduced as 
section 5 of the Report.  
 
1.1. Setting up of the Council  

 
The Public Officers’ Welfare Council (POWC) was set up by the Public Officers’ 
Welfare Council Act (Act No. 28) in 1992 to provide for the welfare of public officers. 
The Act was subsequently amended in 1995 to enable the Council to cater for the 
welfare of public officers as well as their families. 
 
1.2. Mandate of the Public Officers’ Welfare Council  

 
To promote the welfare of public officers and their families  
 
1.3. Vision of the Public Officers’ Welfare Council 

 
To complement efforts towards building a modern and efficient Public Service 

equipped to respond to the challenges of the day whilst observing the code of good 
governance, by holding cultural, educational, recreational, sports and leisure activities 
for Public Service staff and their families. 
 
1.4. Mission Statement of the Public Officers’ Welfare Council 

 

 To be a role model in providing public officers and their families with 
innovative, stress-free and enriching activities  

 

 To motivate public officers to perform better by helping them to balance 
their working and personal lives  

 

 To provide an enabling environment where public officers can meet and 
interact for their own mutual advantage and empowerment  
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1.5. Objects of the Public Officers’ Welfare Council 

 

 To organise recreational and cultural activities for public officers  

 To enlist the participation of public officers in the implementation of 
activities approved by the Council  

 To generally promote the welfare of public officers and their families  

 To maintain effective communication with departmental staff welfare 
associations  

 To diffuse information on public service matters generally  

 To set up and operate schemes or projects for the benefit of public officers 
and their families  

 To advise the Minister of Civil Service and Administrative Reforms on 
matters relating to the welfare of public officers  

 

1.6. Core Values 

 
• Integrity: Strive to maintain highest standard of professional ethics  
•  Creativity: Always innovate and find new ways to serve our customers 

better  
•  Quality: Committed to provide highest quality and timely service to our 

clients  
• Teamwork: Firmly believe in teamwork and sharing of information and 

resources  
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2. GOVERNANCE 

 
COMPOSITION OF THE BOARD OF THE  
PUBLIC OFFICERS’ WELFARE COUNCIL 

 

The Council is managed and administered by a Board, established under section 5 of 
the POWC Act.  The composition of the Board for the year 2008/2009 was as follows:  
 

CHAIRMAN Mr. D. P. Ruhee, former Senior Chief Executive, Ministry of 
Education and Human Resource 

MEMBERS Mrs. V. Napaul, Assistant Manager Human Resource, 
representative of the Prime Minister’s Office 

 Mr. A. K. Hoolass, Principal Assistant Secretary, representative of 
the Ministry of Civil Service & Administrative Reforms 

 Mrs. V. Jodhoa, Co-ordinator, Gender Unit, representative of the 
Ministry of Women’s Rights, Child Development and Family 
Welfare 

 Mr. P. Ujoodha, Sports Officer, representative of the Ministry of 
Youth and Sports 

 Mr. I. Bhugan, Principal Events Management Officer, 
representative of the Ministry of Education, Culture and Human 
Resources (Culture Division) 

 Mr. I. Beejah, Ag. Head, Internal Control Cadre, representative of 
the Ministry of Finance & Economic Empowerment 

 Mr. R. Sadien, MSK, Principal Valuation Technician, President 
SEF, representative of Civil Service Trade Unions 

 Mr. S. Choolun, Teacher/Senior Teacher, General Secretary, GTU, 
representative of Civil Service Trade Unions 

 Mrs. J. Brunel, OSK, Independent Member 

 Mr. Y. K. Dwarka, Independent Member 

CO-OPTED 
MEMBER 

Mr. R. Imrith, Higher Executive Officer, President, GGSU 

Mrs. S. Soborun, Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Civil Service 
and Administrative Reforms  
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3. STAFFING 
 
3.1. Staff of Public Officers’ Welfare Council  
 

Secretary: Mr. K. Doma 

Treasurer: Mr. R. Jugroop 

Officers: Mr. S. Bundhoo 

 Mr. B. Harnamsing 

 Ms. S. Thavitigadu 

Word Processing Officer: Mrs. B. H. Ahseek 

Office Care Attendant: Mr. R. Mahabir-Singh 

 
 
 



PUBLIC OFFICERS’ WELFARE COUNCIL 

- 7 - 

 
4. ACTIVITIES  
 
4.1. Sports and Keep-Fit Activities 

 
Objectives: 

 

 To provide opportunities to public officers to maintain their physical fitness 

 To enable public officers to practice their favourite sports activities 
 
4.1.1. Football Tournament 

 
Two Tournaments were organised as follows: 
 
The Civil Service Tournament (reserved for officers in the Civil Service in 
general) 
The Disciplined Forces Tournament (reserved for officers in the Disciplined 
Forces)  
 
31 teams participated in the Civil Service Tournament and 10 in the Disciplined 
Forces Tournament. 
 
The Tournaments started in April 2008 and matches were played at the 
Gymkhana, Belle Vue Mauricia and FUEL football grounds. 
 
The finals were held on 09 October 2008 at the Police Department Football 
Ground, Line Barracks, Port Louis, as follows: 
 

Tournament Match 

Disciplined Forces ERS v/s SSU 

Civil Service Victoria Hospital v/s Ministry of Education and 
Human Resources (Teacher’s Club) 

 
The SSU and Victoria Hospital Teams were the winners of the Disciplined 
Forces and the Civil Service Tournaments respectively. 

 
4.1.2. Volleyball Tournament 

 
The Council organised 3 Volleyball Tournaments for Public Officers from June 
to October 2008, as follows: 

 Men Tournament (Civil Service); 

 Men Tournament (Disciplined Forces); and 

 Ladies Tournament. 
 
11 teams participated in the Men Tournament (Civil Service), 5 in the Men 
Tournament (Disciplined Forces) and 4 in the Ladies Tournament. 
 
All matches were played at Pandit Sahadeo Gymnasium, Vacoas. 
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The finals were held on Thursday 09 October 2008 as follows: 
 

Tournament Match Winner 

Men (Civil Service) Ministry of Youth and 
Sports v/s Government 

Printing Office 

Ministry of Youth and 
Sports 

Men (Disciplined Forces) SMF v/s SSU SSU 

Ladies Police Department v/s 
Ministry of Social 

Security, NS, SCW & RI 

Police Department 

 
 

4.1.3. Badminton Tournament 

 
2 separate Tournaments were organised: 

 The Men Tournament; and 

 The Ladies Tournament. 
 
27 teams participated in the Men Tournament and 18 in the Ladies 
Tournament.  All matches were played at the National Badminton Centre, Rose 
Hill. 
 
The finals were played on 26 August 2008 and the winners and runners-up 
were as follows: 
 

Tournament Rank Team 

Men Winner M. Sungeelee SSS 

 Runner-up Police Department 

Ladies Winner Police Department 

 Runner-up M. Sungeelee SSS 

 
 

4.1.4. Swimming Courses 

 
The Public Officers’ Welfare Council organised swimming courses for public 
officers from January to May 2008 at the Swimming Pools of the Ministry of 
Youth and Sports, namely: 
 

 Pavillon Swimming Pool, Quatre Bornes; 

 Serge Alfred Swimming Pool, Beau Bassin; 

 Souvenir Swimming Pool; and 

 Rivière Du Rempart Swimming Pool. 
 

More than 300 public officers attended the course. 
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4.2. Recreational and Leisure Activities 

 
Objective: 

 
To develop the spirit of friendship and understanding among public officers 
and their families and to provide them with opportunities to participate and 
interact in a congenial atmosphere through various recreational activities 

 
4.2.1. Cruise to Reunion Island 

 
A Cruise to Reunion Island was organised from 03 to 06 September 2008 on 
board the Mauritius Trochetia Vessel for public officers and their families. 
 
A total of 53 public officers participated in that event. 
 

4.2.2. Excursions 

 
The Public Officers’ Welfare Council organised excursions for public officers 
including their families, as follows: 
 

Excursions Dates 
Total 
No. of 

participants 

Ile aux Aigrettes, Le Bouchon Public 
Beach and Pont Naturel 

02, 03 and 09 
August 2008 

319 

Randonnée at Dauguet Nature Park, 
Port Louis 

19 October 2008 50 

Midlands Dam and Benares Public 
Beach 

15/16 
November 2008 

276 

Family Fun Day at ‘Le Waterpark and 
Leisure Village’, Belle Mare 

14 and 20 
December 2008 

 

‘Mont Blanc, St. Felix Public Beach 
and La Vanille Crocodile Park 

05, 11 and 19 
April 2009 

559 
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4.3. Literary and Cultural Activities 

 
Objectives: 

 
 Motivate officers to get involved in intellectual pursuits and enhance their 

interaction with other public officers from different Ministries/ 
Departments; and  

 Organise activities on specific national issues in order to create greater 
awareness among public officers. 

 
4.3.1. Public Speaking Competition 

 
The Public Officers' Welfare Council organised a Public Speaking Competition 
in English Language for public officers in February/March 2009.  28 public 
officers participated in that competition. 
 
The winners of the competition were as follows: 
 
Prize Winner 

1st Mr. Navin Kumar Bhantoa, Superintendent of Police, Mauritius Police 
Force 

2nd Mrs. Rauma Sewruttun-Imrit, Education, Ministry of Education and 
Human Resources 

3rd Mr. Dooshunt Kumar Bucktowar, Second Secretary, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and International Trade 

 
4.3.2. Essay Competition 

 
An Essay Competition was organised on the occasion of the Africa Day of the 
Civil Service and Administration and the United Nations Public Service Day in 
June 2009. 
 
The theme of the essay was ‘Delivery of Quality Service for Sustainable 
Development’. 
 
The winners of the competition were: 
 
Prize Winner 

1st Mrs. A. Sreekeessoon, Principal Youth Officer, Ministry of Youth and 
Sports 

2nd Ms. Y. Naraidoo, Clerical Officer, Local Government Service 
Commission 

3rd Mr. M. Bundhun, Clerical Officer, Ministry of Environment and 
National Development Unit 
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4.4. Information, Education and Communication Activities 

 
Objectives: 

 
 To develop a gateway to information services/resources 
 To organise seminars/workshops for capacity building of officers 

responsible for staff welfare associations 
 To develop communication channels via brochures, leaflets, posters, visual 

and audio presentation 
 To encourage Health Promotion Programme 
 To strengthen networking among Welfare Associations 

 
4.4.1. Workshop on Action Plan 2010 

 
With a view to brainstorm on the orientation of the Public Officers' Welfare 
Council and to establishing the calendar of Activities for its action Plan for 2010, 
the Council organised a brainstorming session with representatives of Staff 
Welfare Associations on Wednesday 25 March 2009 at La Petite Cannelle, 
Domaines Les Pailles. 
 
50 participants from different Ministries/Departments/Staff Welfare 
Associations as well as Board Members of the Public Officers' Welfare Council 
participated in that workshop. 
 

4.4.2. Talk on ‘Keeping Cool Under Pressure’ 

 
The Public Officers' Welfare Council, in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Women’s Rights, Child Development, Family Welfare and Consumer Protection, 
organised a talk on ‘Keeping Cool under Pressure’ by Mr. John Douglas 
McConnel, Stress Management Trainer, Social Worker and former Prison 
Governor in England. 
 
The talk was held in Sir Harilal Vaghjee Memorial Hall, New Government 
Centre, Port Louis, and more than 300 public officers attended. 
 

4.5. Other Activities 
 
4.5.1. Civil Service Kermesse 

 
The Public Officers' Welfare Council organised the 15th Edition of its annual 
Civil Service Kermesse on the Gymkhana Grounds, Vacoas, on  
Sunday 09 November 2008 from 0930 hours to 1730 hours, with a view to enable 
public officers, their families and the public in general to interact in a friendly 
and stress free environment.  In addition, it provided an opportunity to the Staff 
Welfare Associations to raise funds for financing welfare activities for their 
members. 
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72 stalls were put at the disposal of participating Staff Welfare Associations free 
of charge. 
 

4.5.2. Culinary Exhibition 

 
A Culinary Exhibition, for public officers, was organised on 24 June 2009.  The 
aim of the exhibition was to promote safe food consumption among public 
officers. 
 
The Competition was divided in six categories namely: 

 

 Chinese Cuisine 

 Cuisine Des Iles 

 European Cuisine 

 Indian Cuisine 

 European Dessert/Pastry 

 Oriental Dessert/Pastry 
 
The winners of each Category were as follows:- 
 

Category Name Ministry 

Chinese Cuisine Mrs. Isabelle Leste-
Christome 

Government Printing Office 

Cuisine des Iles Mrs. Dhunvidhya 
Ramkhelawon 

The Judiciary - Supreme 
Court 

European 
Cuisine 

Mrs. Marie Stella 
Françoise Celine 

Ministry of Public 
Infrastructure, Land 
Transport and Shipping - 
Land Transport and Shipping 
Division 

Indian Cuisine Mrs. Sarmilla Caugant Mauritius Police Force 

Dessert/Pastry:  
European 

Mr. Deokumarsing 
Luchmun 

Forensic Science Laboratory 

Dessert/Pastry:  
Oriental 

Mrs. Zoubedabibi 
Ahmede BADAT 

Ministry of Information and 
Communication Technology - 
Central Information System 
Division 
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5. AUDITED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 

2008-2009 

 

 
 



PUBLIC OFFICERS’ WELFARE COUNCIL 

- 14 - 

 
 



PUBLIC OFFICERS’ WELFARE COUNCIL 

- 15 - 

 

 
 



PUBLIC OFFICERS’ WELFARE COUNCIL 

- 16 - 

 
 



PUBLIC OFFICERS’ WELFARE COUNCIL 

- 17 - 

 
 



PUBLIC OFFICERS’ WELFARE COUNCIL 

- 18 - 

 
 



PUBLIC OFFICERS’ WELFARE COUNCIL 

- 19 - 

 
 



PUBLIC OFFICERS’ WELFARE COUNCIL 

- 20 - 

 
 



PUBLIC OFFICERS’ WELFARE COUNCIL 

- 21 - 

 
 



PUBLIC OFFICERS’ WELFARE COUNCIL 

- 22 - 

 

 
 



PUBLIC OFFICERS’ WELFARE COUNCIL 

- 23 - 

 
 
PUBLIC OFFICERS’ WELFARE COUNCIL 
6th Floor 
ATOM House 
16, Royal Street 
Port Louis 
 

Tel Nos: 208 6658/208 0157 

Fax No: 208 6659 

E-mail: powc@mail.gov.mu 

Website: http://powc.gov.mu 


